Music - Skills and Knowledge Progression

Music - Progression of Skills

Listening Skills

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Responding to musicthrough movement, altering movement
to reflectthe tempo, dynamics or pitch of the music.

Exploringlyrics by suggesting appropriate actions.
Exploringthe story behind the lyrics or music.

Listening toand following a beat using body percussion and
instruments.

Considering whetherapiece of musichas afast, moderate or
slowtempo.

Listeningto sounds and matching themtothe objector
instrument.

Listeningto sounds and identifying high and low pitch.
Listeningtoandrepeatingasimplerhythm.
Listeningto and repeating simple lyrics.

Understanding that different instruments make different
soundsand grouping them accordingly.

Recognising and understanding the difference between pulse
andrhythm.

Understanding that different types of sounds are called
timbres.

Recognising basic tempo, dynamic and pitch changes
(faster/slower, louder/quieter and higher/lower).

Describingthe character, mood, or ‘story’ of music they listen
to,bothverballyand through movement.

Describing the differences between two pieces of music.
Expressing abasic opinion about music (like/dislike).
Listeningto and repeating short, simple rhythmic patterns.

Listening and responding to other performers by playing as
partofagroup.

Recognising timbre changes in music they listen to.
Recognising structural featuresin musictheylistento.
Listening toand recognisinginstrumentation.
Beginningto use musical vocabularyto describe music.
Identifying melodiesthat moveinsteps.
Listeningtoandrepeatingashort, simple melody byear.

Suggestingimprovements totheirown and others’ work.
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Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Discussing the stylistic features of different
genres, styles and traditions of music using
musical vocabulary (Indian, classical, Chinese,
Battle Songs, Ballads, Jazz).

Understanding that music from different
partsof the world has different features.

Recognising and explaining the changeswithin
a piece of music using musical vocabulary.

Describingthe timbre, dynamic, and textural
details of a piece of music, both verbally, and
through movement.

Beginningtoshow an awareness of metre.

Beginningto use musical vocabulary(related
totheinter-related dimensions of music)
whendiscussing improvements to their own
and others’ work.

Recognising the use and development of
motifsin music.

Identifying gradual dynamic and tempo
changes within a piece of music.

Recognising and discussing the stylistic
features of different genres, styles and
traditions of music using musical vocabulary
(Samba, Rock and Roll).

Identifying common features between
differentgenres, styles and traditions of
music.

Recognising, naming and explaining the effect
oftheinterrelated dimensions of music.
Identifying scaled dynamics
(crescendo/decrescendo) within a piece of
music.

Usingmusical vocabularyto discussthe
purpose of a piece of music.

Using musical vocabulary (related tothe
inter-related dimensions of music) when
discussingimprovements totheir own and
others’ work.

Recognising and confidently discussing the
stylistic features of different genres, styles
and traditions of music using musical
vocabulary. (South African, West African,
Musical, Theatre, Blues, Dance Remix.).

Representingthefeatures of a piece of music
using graphicnotation, and colours, justifying
their choices with reference to musical
vocabulary.

Comparing, discussing and evaluating music
using detailed musical vocabulary.

Developing confidencein using detailed
musical vocabulary (related tothe
inter-related dimensions of music) todiscuss
and evaluate theirownand others’ work.

Discussing musical erasin context, identifying
how they have influenced each other, and
discussing the impact of different
composerson the development of musical
styles.

Recognising and confidently discussing the
stylistic features of music and relating it to
otheraspects of the Arts (Pop art, Film music).

Representing changes in pitch, dynamics and
texture using graphic notation, justifying their
choices with reference to musical vocabulary.

Identifying the way that features of a song can
complement one another to create a
coherentoverall effect.

Use musical vocabulary correctly when
describing and evaluating the features of a
piece of music.

Evaluating how the venue, occasion and
purpose affects the way a piece of music
sounds.

Confidently using detailed musical
vocabulary (related to the inter-related
dimensions of music) todiscuss and evaluate
theirownandotherswork.
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Music - Progression of Skills

Composing Skills

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Playing untuned percussion ‘intime’ with a piece of music.

Selecting classroomobjectsto use asinstruments.

Experimenting with body percussion and vocal soundsto
respondtomusic.

Selecting appropriate instruments to represent action and
mood.

Experimenting with playing instruments in different ways.

Selecting and creating short sequences of sound with voices or
instrumentstorepresentagivenideaorcharacter.

Combininginstrumental and vocal sounds within a given
structure.

Creating simple melodies using afew notes.

Choosing dynamics, tempo andtimbrefora piece of music.

Selecting and creatinglonger sequences of appropriate
soundswith voices or instruments to represent a given idea
or character.

Successfully combining and layering severalinstrumental and
vocal patterns withinagivenstructure.

Creating simple melodies from five or more notes.

Choosingappropriate dynamics, tempo andtimbrefora piece
of music.

Using letter name and graphic notation to represent the
detailsoftheir composition.

Beginning to suggest improvementsto their ownwork.

Year 3

Year 4 Year 5

Year 6

Composingapiece of musicinagivenstyle
with voices and instruments (Battle Song,

Indian Classical, Jazz, Swing). instruments.

Combining melodies and rhythms to compose
a multi-layered composition in a given style
(pentatonic).

Using letter name and rhythmic notation

givenstyle.

Composinga coherent piece of musicina
given style with voices, bodies and

Beginning to improvise musically within a

Developing melodies using rhythmic

Composing a detailed piece of music from a
given stimulus with voices, bodies and
instruments (Remix, Colours, Stories, Drama).

Improvising coherently within agiven style.

Combining rhythmic patterns (ostinato) intoa
multi-layered composition usingall the

Improvising coherently and creatively within
agivenstyle, incorporating givenfeatures.

Composing a multi-layered piece of music
fromagiven stimulus with voices, bodies and
Instruments.

Composing an original song, incorporating
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(graphicorstaff), and key musical vocabulary
tolabel and record their compositions.

Suggesting and implementing improvements
totheirown work, using musical vocabulary.

variation,transposition, inversion, and
looping.

Creating a piece of music with atleastfour
differentlayersandaclearstructure.

Using letter name, graphic and rhythmic
notation and key musical vocabulary tolabel
andrecordtheir compositions.

Suggestingimprovementsto others’ work,
using musical vocabulary.

inter-related dimensions of musicto add
musical interest.

Using staff notation to record rhythms and
melodies.

Selecting, discussing and refining musical
choices both alone and with others, using
musical vocabulary with confidence.

Suggesting and demonstratingimprovements
toown and others’ work.

lyric writing, melody writing and the
composition of accompanying features,
within agivenstructure.

Developing melodies using rhythmic
variation, transpositionand changesin
dynamics, pitch and texture.

Recording own composition using
appropriate forms of notation and/or
technology and incorporating.

Constructively critique their own and others’
work, using musical vocabulary.

Music - Progression of Skills

Performing Skills

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Using their voices to join in with well-known songs from
memory.

Remembering and maintaining their role within a group
performance.

Moving to music with instruction to perform actions.

Participating in performancesto asmallaudience.

Stoppingand starting playing attheright time.

Using their voices expressively to speak and chant.

Singingshort songsfrom memory, maintainingthe overall
shapeofthe melodyand keepingintime.

Maintainingthe pulse (playonthe beat) using hands, and
tuned and untunedinstruments.

Copying back short rhythmic and melodic phrases on
percussion instruments.

Respondingtosimple musicalinstructionssuch astempoand

Usingtheirvoices expressively whensinging, including the use
of basicdynamics (loud and quiet).

Singing short songs from memory, with melodicand rhythmic
accuracy.

Copying longer rhythmic patterns on untuned percussion
instruments, keepinga steady pulse.

Performing expressively using dynamics and timbre to alter
soundsasappropriate.

Singing back short melodic patterns by earand playing short
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| dynamic changes as part of a class performance.

| melodic patterns fromletter notation.

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Singingsongsinavariety of musicalstyles with
accuracy and control, demonstrating
developingvocaltechnique.

Singing and playingin time with peers, with
some degree of accuracy and awareness of
theirpartinthe group performance.

Performing from basic staff notation,
incorporating rhythmand pitch and being
able to identify these symbols using musical
terminology.

Singing longer songs in a variety of musical

styles from memory, with accuracy, control,
fluencyand adevelopingsense of expression
including control of subtle dynamicchanges.

Singing and playing in time with peers with
accuracy and awareness of their part in the
group performance.

Playing melody parts ontuned instruments
with accuracy and control and developing
instrumentaltechnique.

Playing syncopated rhythms with accuracy,
controlandfluency.

Singingsongsintwo or more parts, inavariety
of musical stylesfrom memory, withaccuracy,
fluency, controland expression.

Working as a group to perform a piece of
music, adjusting dynamics and pitch according
toagraphicscore, keepingintime with others
and communicating withthe group.

Performing with accuracy and fluency from
graphicandsimple staff notation.

Playing asimple chord progression with
accuracyandfluency.

Singing songs in two or more secure parts
from memory, with accuracy, fluency, control
and expression.

Working as a group to perform a piece of
music, adjusting theinterrelated dimensions
of music as required, keeping in time with
others and communicating withthe group.

Performing asolo or taking aleadership role
withinaperformance.

Performing with accuracy and fluency from
graphicand staff notation and fromtheirown
notation.

Performing by following a conductor’s cues
anddirections.
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Music - Progression of Skills

The History of Music (KS2 only)

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Understanding that music from different
timeshasdifferent features.

(Also part of the Listening strand)

Recognising and discussing the stylistic
features of different genres, styles and
traditions of music using musical vocabulary.

(Also part of the Listening strand)

Confidently discussing the stylistic featuresof
different genres, styles and traditions of
music and explaining how these have
developedovertime.

(Also part of the Listening strand)

Discussing musical erasin context, identifying
how they have influenced each other, and
discussing the impact of different
composers onthe development of musical
styles.

(Also part of the Listening strand)
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Music - Progression of Knowledge

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Pitch Tounderstand that what ‘high’ and ‘low’ Tounderstandthat pitch meanshow highor Toknowthatsometunedinstruments have a
notesare. lowa notesounds. lower range of pitches and some have a
higher range ofpitches.
Tounderstandthat 'tuned' instruments play
morethan one pitchof notes. Tounderstand thatamelodyis made up from
high and low-pitched notes played one after
the other, makinga tune.
Duration Torecognise that differentsoundscanbelong | Toknowthatrhythmmeansapatternoflong Toknowthat'duration' meanshowlonga
or short. and shortnotes. note, phrase orwhole piece of musiclasts.
Toknowthatthelongandshortsoundsofa
spoken phrase canberepresented bya
rhythm.
Dynamics Tounderstand thatinstruments can be played | Toknowthatdynamics meanshowloudor Toknowthatdynamicscanchange the effecta
loudly orsoftly. softasoundis. sound hasontheaudience.
Tounderstandthatsoundscanbeadaptedto
changetheir mood, eg through dynamics.
Tempo To recognise musicthatis ‘fast’ or ‘slow’. Toknowthatthe ‘pulse’isthe steadybeatthat | Tounderstandthatthetempoofamusical
goes through music. phrasecan be changedtoachieve adifferent
To understand that we can match our body effect.
movements to the speed (tempo) or pulse Toknowthattempoisthespeed of the music.
(beat) of music.
Timbre To know that differentinstruments cansound | Toknowthat'timbre' meansthe qualityofa Toknow that musical instruments can be used
like a particular character. sound; eg that different instruments would to create 'real life' sound effects.
sound different playinganote of the same
pitch. Tounderstand an instrument can be matched
toan animal noise based onitstimbre.
To know that my voice can create different
timbres to helptellastory.
Texture Toknow that music often has morethan one Toknowthat musichaslayerscalled 'texture'. | Toknowthatagraphicscorecanshowa
instrument beingplayedatatime. picture of the layers, or 'texture', of a piece of
music.
Structure Torecognise the chorusinafamiliarsong. Toknow that a piece of musiccanhave more To understand that structure means the

thanone section, egaversedandachorus.

organisation of sounds within music, eg a
chorusandverse pattern inasong.
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Notation To know that signals cantell us whentostart Tounderstandthat musiccanberepresented | Toknowthat 'notation' means writing music
or stop playing. by pictures orsymbols. down sothatsomeoneelse canplayit.
I knowthat agraphicscore canshowa picture
of thestructure and/ ortexture of music.
Music — Progression of Knowledge
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
To know that the group of pitches To know that a bass line is the Tounderstandthataminor key To know that the Solfa syllables
in a song is called its 'key' and that | lowest pitchline of notesinapiece (pitch)can be used to make music representthe pitchesinanoctave.
a key decideswhetherasong of music, and a walking bassline sound sad.
sounds happyor sad. (where patterns of notes go up Tounderstand that 'major' key
then down again) is common inrock | Tounderstandthat majorchords signaturesuse note pitches that
To know that some traditional androll. create abright, happy sound. sound cheerful and upbeat.
music around the worldis based on
Pitch five-notescalleda 'pentatonic’ To know that a glissando in music | To know that a 'bent note' is a note | To understand that 'minor' key
scale. means a sliding effect played on | thatvaries in its pitch, eg the pitch | signaturesuse note pitchesthatcan
instruments or madebyyourvoice. | mayslideupordown. suggestsadness and tension.
Tounderstandthatapentatonic
melody usesonlythefive notesCD | To know that 'transposing' a Tounderstandthatvarying effects Toknowthatamelodycanbe
EGA. melody means changing its key, canbe created using only your adapted by changingits pitch.
making it higherorlower pitched. voice, for example by changing the
pitch, dynamic ortempo of the
sounds made.
To know that different notes have | To know that combining different Toknowthat ‘poly-rhythms’means | To understand that all types of
different durations, and that instruments playing different many differentrhythms played at music notation show note
crotchets are worthonewhole rhythms createslayersof sound once. duration, includingthe Kodaly
beat. called ‘texture’. method which uses syllables
To know that the duration of a toindicaterhythms.
Toknowthat written musictellsyou | To know that playing ‘in time’ note orphrase in music can be
Duration how longtoplayanotefor. requires playing the notes for the shown using a repeatedsymbolor | Tounderstandthatrepresenting

correct duration aswellasatthe
correctspeed.

Toknowthatamotifinmusiccanbe
a repeated rhythm.

thesize of a symbol onagraphic
score.

beats ofsilence or ‘rests’ in written
music is important as it helps us
play rhythms correctly.

Toknowthataquaverisworth halfa
beat.
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Toknowthatthe word 'crescendo’
means a soundgettinggradually
louder.

Toknowthat changing the dynamics
of a musical phrase or motif can

Tounderstandthat varying effects
canbe created using only your

Toknowthatamelodycanbe
adapted bychangingits dynamics.

Dynamics charTge the texture of a piece of v9ice, for ex§mple by changing the
music. pitch, dynamic ortempo of the
sounds made.
To know that playing in time Tounderstandthataslowtempo Toknowthatamelodycanbe
means all performers playing canbe used to make musicsound adapted by changing its dynamics,
togetheratthesame sad. pitch or tempo.
speed.
TemPO Tounderstandthat varying effects
canbe created using only your
voice, for example by changing the
pitch, dynamic ortempo of the
sounds made.
To understand that the timbre of Toknowthat groupinginstruments | To understand that human voices Toknowthattimbre canalsobe
instruments played affectthe mood | accordingtotheirtimbre cancreate | have their ownindividual timbre, thoughtof as 'tone colour'and can
and style of a piece of music. contrasting ‘textures’ in music. and that this can be adapted by be described in many ways eg
Timbre using the voice in differentways. warm or cold, rich or bright.
Tounderstand thatboth
instrumentsand voices can create
audio effects that describe
somethingyou cansee.
Toknow that manytypes of music To know that combining different Tounderstandthatachordisthe To understand that texture can be
from around the world consist of instruments and different rhythms layering of several pitches played created by adding or removing
more than one layerofsound; for when we compose can create at the same time. instrumentsin apieceandcan
examplea‘tala’ and ‘rag’in layers of sound we call 'texture'. create the effect of dynamicchange.
traditional Indian music. Toknow that poly-rhythms means
Texture To understand that harmony means | many rhythms played atonce. To know that a counter-melody is
playing two notes at the same time, differenttoharmony becauseit
whichusuallysound good together. usesa different rhythm as well as
complementary notes.
To know that in a ballad, a 'stanza' | To know that deciding the Toknowthataloopisarepeated Toknowthatachord progressionis
means averse. structure of music when composing | rhythm or melody, and is another a sequence of chords that repeats
can help us createinteresting word for ostinato. throughoutasong.
To know that music from different | music with contrasting
placesoften has different structural | sections. Toknowthat 12-barBluesisa Toknowthata ‘theme’in musicis
Structure features, eg traditional Chinese sequenceof 12 bars of music, the main melody and that

music is based on the five-note
pentatonicscale.

An ostinato is a musical pattern
that is repeated overandover;a
vocal ostinato isapatterncreated

made up of three differentchords.

‘variations’ are whenthis melody
hasbeen changedin someway.
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withyourvoice.

To understand that musical motifs
(repeating patterns) are used as a
building blockin many well-known
pieces of music

Notation

To understand that 'reading' music
means using how the written note
symbols look and their position to
know what notesto play.

To know that ‘performance
directions’ are words addedto
music notation to tell the
performers howtoplay.

To know that simple pictures can be
used to represent the structure
(organisation) of music.

To understand that in written staff
notation, notes can go on or
between lines,andthatthelines
showthe pitch of the note.

To know that 'graphic notation'
means writing music down using
your choice ofpictures or symbols
but 'staff notation' means music
written more formally on the
speciallinescalled 'staves'.

To know that chord progressions
are represented in music by
Roman numerals.




